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Pleistocene Vertebrate Fossils of the Nafud Desert
(An NafŪd al Kabir) in Northwestern Saudi Arabia
(PHASE I)
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Field photos of Elephas recki remain that were excavated in the Tis al Ghadha fossil 
locality. The right femur (SGS-NAFUD-059), le�  � bia (SGS-NAFUD-061), and le�  
patella (SGS-NAFUD-060) are exposed here.
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Figure 1. Jabal Qidr (25°43’10.97”N.; 39°56’38.33”E.), as an IUGS First 100 Geological Heritage Site listed in 2022 with its majes� c cone and 
pahoehoe lava fl ow emplaced on its early ash plain domina� ng the volcanic landscape of Harrat Khaybar.

Figure 2. Newly listed Second 100 IUGS Geological Heritage (2024) site 
of Al Wahbah dry maar volcano (22°54’2.32”N.; 41° 8’22.29”E.). The 
enormous maar crater is among the largest and deepest on Earth. Its 
drama� c landscape element makes the loca� on a natural landscape 
aesthe� c marvel. 
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Saudi Arabia is on the global
map of geoheritage
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Figure 3. IUGS Cer� fi cate of Jabal Qidr as listed among the First 100 
IUGS Geological Heritage Sites.

Figure 4. Saudi Arabia entered the highly pres� gious IUGS Geological 
Heritage Sites list.
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Figure 5. The documenta� on of Jabal Qidr as one of the Earth’s First 100 IUGS Geological Heritage Sites. 


